National Vessel Documentation Center

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
DOCUMENTING A VESSEL

Initial Documentation — is the term used when a vessel is being documented with the U.S.
Coast Guard for the first time.

o Instructions

o Forms

o Completing the CG-1258

Redocumentation/Reissue (Exchange, Reinstatement or Return to Documentation) — is the
term used for a vessel which has already been documented.

o Instructions

o Forms

o Completing the CG-1258

Exchange - is the term used when changes are made to the Certificate of Documentation
(COD) for a vessel which is currently documented with the U.S. Coast Guard. The changes may
include ownership, vessel name, hailing port, and/or endorsement(s).

Return to Documentation — is the term used when a previously documented vessel was
deleted from documentation and is now being documented with the U.S. Coast Guard again.

Reinstatement of Documentation — is the term used when the COD for a documented
vessel has expired and was not renewed in a timely manner.

Replacement of Documentation - is the term used when the COD for a documented vessel has
been wrongfully withheld, lost or mutilated.

o Instructions

o Forms

o Completing the CG-1258

Renewal of Documentation — (CG-1280) - is the term used to renew the COD for a documented
vessel. Recreational vessels may be renewed for a period of 1-5 years. Commercial vessels are
not eligible for multi-year documents and must continue to be renewed annually.

o Instructions
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https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/INITIAL%20VESSEL%20DOCUMENTATION%2012-2021.pdf?ver=rwqVu92CdR95QpkthNEOvg%3d%3d
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center-Instructions-and-Forms/https:/www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center-Instructions-and-Forms/
https://dco.uscg.afpims.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/CG1258_INSTRUCTIONS.pdf?ver=2020-06-03-090736-067
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/EXCHANGE_REINSTATEMENT_RETURN_TO_DOCUMENTATION_12-2021.pdf?ver=d4IBcFtTitBBt8dgxia6sw%3d%3d
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center-Instructions-and-Forms/
https://dco.uscg.afpims.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/CG1258_INSTRUCTIONS.pdf?ver=2020-06-03-090736-067
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/REPLACEMENT%20OF%20COD%2012-2021.pdf?ver=u-8wuSiICaOWau7KktpHLg%3d%3d
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center/National-Vessel-Documentation-Center-Instructions-and-Forms/
https://dco.uscg.afpims.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/CG1258_INSTRUCTIONS.pdf?ver=2020-06-03-090736-067
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/CG-1280_Renewal_of_Certificate_Of_Documentation.pdf?ver=2017-05-09-113141-363
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/COD%20RENEWAL.pdf?ver=2018-12-28-130935-400https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/NVDC/COD%20RENEWAL.pdf?ver=2018-12-28-130935-400

National Vessel Documentation Center

Duplicate Submissions — Do not submit your information more than once. The Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 codified at 46 USC 2110 requires that the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCQG) establish user fees for USCG National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC) services.
The USCG sets fees at an amount calculated to achieve recovery of the costs of providing the
service. Each time you submit paperwork it must be reviewed and charges incur.

In accordance with Title 46 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Subpart 67.500(d) all application
fees are non-refundable. The application fees are associated with reviewing the paperwork
submitted to determine if it complies with regulatory and statutory requirements. It is not
associated with actually getting a product.

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________|
VERSION 05/2020 2


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6789a8091dabc2b8b809008eebab6d90&mc=true&node=se46.2.67_1500&rgn=div8https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=6789a8091dabc2b8b809008eebab6d90&mc=true&node=se46.2.67_1500&rgn=div8

